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School Bells Echo Amidst Paddy Fields: Al-Ameen Mission has today become a model for excellent education standards.
—Islamic Voice, February 2006.

Hope for Hopeless: It’s school that gives those children a chance who have not a penny of their name —Nisha Lahiri, The
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Sustained by Donations, Al-Ameen Mission is providing mainstream learning to the community’s children. Rajdeep Datta
Roy, Live mint.com, The Wall Street Journal, 18.12.2007.

Mission Possible: It has scripted many a turnaround: picking up poor kids, tutoring them and seeing them off on the road of
success. —Jayanta Gupta & Subhro Maitra, The Times of India, 30.04.2008.

Deprived kids blaze trail of glory: House of dreams. The Al-Ameen Mission has been nurturing talent from
underprivileged Muslim Families. —Sumati Yengkhom, The Times of India, 28.05.2010.

Al-Ameen Mission-Shelter & Studies. —Bibhas Bhattacharyya, Hindusthan Times, 23.06.2010.
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Amission that changes lives, helps dreams soar. —The Times of India, 28.05.2013.
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Al-Ameen takes mission to Ranchi and Assam. —Sumati Yengkhom, The Times of India, 19.06.2015.
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Al-Ameen Mission: West Bengal — Reforming the Society Silently. —Dr. Sadath Khan, Islamic Voice, December2016.

Minority Medicine: Muslims of Bengal are embracing education to break free from a certain way of life and age-
old stereotyping. —Sonia Sarkar, The Telegraph, 10.09.2017.
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T 7 fo
Mainstream
reform from within

Madhumita Bhattacharyya

Calcutta, Sept. 9: “Anti-national” is what chief minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee called madrasas in the aftermath
of the January 22 attack outside the American Center. A
political outcry— and “party pressure”— forced him to back
down and call for “modernising” madrasa education.

Around 75 km from Writers” Buildings, the Al-Ameen Mis-
sion has been doing just that for the past two decades- ring-
ing in reform that matters, the one from within.

Even the winter morning when blood was being washed
off Chowringhee, in Khalatpur village of Howrah district,
163 girls and boys, both Muslim and Hindu, were hard at
work, studying for the Joint Entrance Examinations. Months
later, the students of Al-Ameen Mission learnt that 133 of
them had made it through to either medical or engineering
colleges. Little wonder that it won the Amul Award for the
Best Academic Performance by a School at The Telegraph
School Awards for Excellence last Saturday.

The path to academic excellence and hope for the future is
what one man and his Mission— which has grown out of a
madrasa— have opened up for thousands of children in Hin-
du majority Khalatpur. Spread over 60 bighas, Al-Ameen
Mission now offers the Higher Secondary course, but still
bears evidence of its roots.

In a corner stands the pale-green madrasa that Nurul Islam
started when he was in Class XI at Maulana Azad College.
Behind it gleams the 43 year old’s most cherished achieve-
ment- a school and hostel for around 300 girls.

In dormitories, children, heads covered in white, peer out
of unpainted windows. They are not allowed “free-mixing”
with the 600 boys on the adjacent campus, who are busy get-
ting ready for their evening prayers after day-long classes.

“l want to be a cardiologist so that | can cure ma. | have not
being able to take care of her now, but | have to pursue my
dream so no one else’s mother suffers like mine,” confesses
Shahabanu Biswas, from Paschim Simla, North 24 Parganas,
now in Class XI.

Living hand-to-mouth, it’s her sterling academic record that
has landed her a berth in the school. The Mission has hostels
for Muslims only, but provides non-residential coaching for
Joint Entrance to all.

The Khalatpur school is committed to provide the stars of
minority communities a fighting chance for success. Of the
133 Joint Entrance successes, 31 cleared the medical en-
trance while 102 made it into engineering. Local residents

still refer to the school as a “madrasa”, but no religious train-
ing is imparted here. Nurul Islam still runs the “government-
registered high madrasa” for locals and points out that it is
of the “legitimate” kind.

“We follow the state syllabus. Both Hindus and Muslims
attend, and there is only a little more emphasis on Urdu.”
‘High’ madrasas are affiliated to the state Madrasa Board.

A few years after setting up the madrasa, the political sci-
ence teacher realised that the only way to save the “meritori-
ous” from falling through the cracks was by “mainstream-
ing” them. “I have seen so many Muslim kids lose their way.
| needed a place where | could instil some ambition,” says
Nurul Islam.

The inspiration behind the “ashram” was the Ramakrishna
Mission centre, Gol Park, which the young Islam used to
frequent. “There wasn’t any safe space here for Muslims to
prosper,” he says.

“| thought, if we could only come out of the traditional ma-
drasa system, there could be chance of keeping these kids
in school.”

He went to businessmen asking for zagat money— Ramzan
donations that traditionally go to madrasas— to set up a secu-
lar school.

Toofan is one of the early Al-Ameen success stories. The son
of a Murshidabad dacoit from a village that makes its money
out of robbery, he is now a Central government employee.
Around 20 others from his village— hitherto untouched by
higher education have now joined the Mission.

The boys’ residential school, in a corner of a huge field that
may soon see new buildings for a library and labs, was built
in 1986.

About 600 handpicked boys stay, study and shine here. In
1999, with a Rs 35 lakh donation from the Maulana Azad
Education Foundation, New. Delhi, Nurul Islam built a sim-
ilar school for girls.

“Parents were anxious when the girls’ facility opened. They,
as the most neglected, in rural Muslim families, needed this
school more than anyone else,” Nurul Islam says.

Shabnam Bano topped the madrasa exams in Bengal last
year. The school learnt of her potential, tracked her down to
her Malda home and “recruited” her.

“l know that by staying here, | can become a gynaecologist,”
smiles the quiet girl, in light-blue blouse and dark-blue skirt.

“There hasn’t been a doctor in the villages these kirds come
from, possibly in the past 50 years. They are responding to
what they feel is the most pressing need,” explains Islam.

The Mission provides 40 percent of the children with free or
subsidised education. “We have sons of ministers and day-
labourers staying and studying together,” explains Islam.
There is dedicated coaching for residential students appear-
ing for joint entrance, a coachig centre in Calcutta, with an-
other on the cards in Park Circus and one in Birbhum.

The Telegraph | 10 September 2002, Tuesday
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I-Ameen Mission

A socio-academic institution with a difference

1 31 Al-Ameen Students

Qualified in NEET-UG 2017

State Rank (General Category)
90 within 1500 | 134 within 2000 | 182 within 2500 | 257 within 3000

G-341 G-381 G-391 G-410 G-455 G-469 G-471 G-540 G-553
OBC-15 OBC-19 OBC-20 0BC-21 OBC-23 OBC-26 OBC-27 OBC-32 OBC-33

Asif Igbal Ambia Sltana Masudul Kabir S Hossainor KabirAI;rrT Nilufa Yasmin ~ Rahamatulla Golam Rasul Ramlsh Mondal

G-568 G-581 G-588 G-614 G-616 G-617 G-626 G-636 G-651
OBC-B-33 OBC-39 0BC-43 OBC-44 OBC-45 OBC-47 OBC-B-37 OBC-49

.‘ﬂ‘ E ] @ . ; ‘ AH. ’h f I

Sarif Ahammed Moumita Khatun AbdurRob Sk  Nasiruddin Sk Jahangir Alam Mosaraf Hossain Sayeed Anwar  Abdul Odute Gazi ~ Suraj Shaikh

G-668 G-670 G-717 G-726 G-738 G-761 G-762 G-765 G-793
OBC-50 OBC-51 OBC-54 OBC-55 OBC-57 OBC-58 OBC-59 OBC-61 OBC-65

4 X'H 1 i i
Sk Arif Hossain ~ Md Hefjur Alam Taj Mohammad  Abdul Roufe Tahamlna Parvin  Md Nabab Ali  Nasim Mehmud Abu Salam Ali  Md Rafiqul Islam

G- 840 G-856 G-870 G-881 G-897 G-904 G-917 G-993 G-997
OBC-68 OBC-70 OBC-73 OBC-76 OBC-77 OBC-78 OBC-87 OBC-88

Arafat Mallick Israfil Saikh ~ Mosaraf Hossain  Bilkis Parvin  Irfanur Rahaman Mahamadul Hasan SahlnSuItana KhalruIAIam Sk Jasimuddin

G-1011 G-1030 G-1044 G-1049 G-1062 G-1063 G-1068 G-1101
: - - OBC-94 OBC-95 OBC-96 OBC-97 OBC-101

> D
il ls ; A b i 'Ri—.’, ¢
Kuyazzem Reja Ayub Khan Abdul Asif Imdadul Hoque ~ Amirul Islam AfrojAhmed  Banozir Yeasmin Samlma Akhtarl Tanjira Begury

Registered Office: Khalatpur, Udaynarayanpur, Howrah, Phone: 74790 20066, 74790 20066
Central Office: 53B Elliot Road, Kolkata 700 016, Phone: 033-2229 3769, 74790 20076
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